
Richmond Hill Presbyterian Church 

June 5th – Pentecost Sunday and General Assembly Sunday 

Sermon: Let the fire of the Holy Spirit burn in you! 

 

 There is a story of a woman who went to church one Pentecost Sunday 

morning in a Presbyterian church in the U.S and she sat on the front pew.  During 

the service something the minister said sparked a fire in her heart and she stood up 

and said Hallelujah!  The usher at the back of the church walked up to her and 

gently patted her on her back and said Ma’am are you okay?  Then he tried to help 

her out the pew and up the Aisle and she refused and responded, Sir, I am fine.  I 

have just got the Spirit this morning.  The Usher replied, well Ma’am you certainly 

did not get it here.   

Friends, today is the day to raise your voices and your hands and shout out 

Hallelujah!  Liberate yourselves!  For today is the day of Pentecost!  The day 

when we received the gift of the Holy Spirit as promised by Jesus.  The day when 

we celebrate the birth of the church.  Weary and mournful, the disciples gathered 

early in the morning for worship. A religious minority at the time, they were easily 

persecuted for their strange beliefs. They gathered for support, comfort and 

accountability. They would remain faithful; they promised each other during 

worship. They would not let the good news go un-proclaimed.  These disciples, 

usually timid and introvert received the gift of the Holy Spirit. 



During the last evening Jesus spent with his disciples, he promised them that he 

will not leave them alone.  In the gospel of John chapter 14, verse 26, Jesus 

promised that God will send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, to 

teach and remind them of all the things He taught them in his absence.  Today is 

the fulfilment of that promise.   

 In Matthew chapter 16, verse 18 Jesus said to Peter that, upon this rock, I 

will build my church and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.  This 

promise is fulfilled here.  These two monumental promises, the promise of the 

Holy Spirit coming and the promise of building the church came through at the 

same moment.  On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came and the church was 

born.   

This is the event that places believers into the body of Christ which is the 

church so they needed to take place together and this becomes the norm throughout 

church history.  Now the celebration of Pentecost as a Christian feast day is linked 

to the first lesson in Acts in which Luke gives his account of the church’s 

beginning.  There were three main Jewish festivals.   

i. Pentecost 

ii. The Passover  also known as The Feast of Unleavened Bread 

iii. The Feast of the Tabernacles also known as the Feast of Booths   



The word Pentecost means (fiftieth).  Pentecost is celebrated fifty days after 

Easter.  In first century, the season from Easter to Pentecost was celebrated as a 

time of festivity and joy.  Fatty foods such as butter, cheese, meat, lard and oils 

were avoided and people prayed standing up to represent the resurrection of 

Christ.   

 We have a detailed roster of those who attended.  In verse it says, when the 

day of Pentecost came, they were all gathered in one place.  Who are they?  

They are the 120 believers from (Acts 1:15).  Scripture does not tell us exactly 

where that place is but we know it is in Jerusalem.  They were told to wait in 

Jerusalem until the spirit came.    

 The wind and fire that accompanied the gift of the Spirit in verses 2-3 are 

biblical symbols for the activity of the Spirit.  The Greek word for Spirit is 

pneuma.  This also means “breath of life.”  In Ezekiel 37:1, we learn of the 

work of the Holy Spirit that gave life to dry up bones.   

 In Jewish History, Pentecost was observed as the Anniversary of the giving 

of the law on Mount Sinai to Moses in Exodus 19:16-24.  When the Israelites 

left Egypt and went to Mount Sinai God instructed Moses to “go and consecrate 

the people and on the third day God will appear to them.  This is when God 

appeared to Moses in the form of fire and gave him the Ten Commandments.  



You know them.  The Old Testament describes this event as deafening sounds 

and dazzling sights.  Moments like these are described as divine revelation.  

Therefore, in Acts 2, this dramatic scene of the wind and fire is seen equally as 

the manifestation of the Holy Spirit.   

 But something more profound is happening here.  The Holy Spirit has come 

to bring new birth to the church and to speak truth to the followers of Jesus.  

The goal of Pentecost is to become Spirit-empowered witnesses. Under the Old 

covenant, the divine presence rested on Israel and special leaders to connect 

with God but under this new covenant, established by Jesus and inaugurated at 

Pentecost, the Holy Spirit rests on each believer individually.  Verses 5-13 

record the incredible event of the disciples preaching the good news of Jesus 

Christ in the tongues of the grand variety of people who were gathered that day.  

Two things happened on that day.  The disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit 

and they began to speak in tongues that the people could understand.   

 Some of us may have tuned out when the list of those who gathered was 

read.  Well, here’s what you need to know.  The people who gathered to hear 

the gospel on this day of Pentecost were from all the nations listed in verses 9-

11.  Many of the groups Luke includes were enemies of one another at the times 

of these events.  And some still are.  There were Jews and Gentiles, Parthians, 

Medes and Elamites and those from Mesopotamia.   Everyone who gathered 



heard their own language.  In verse 7, we learn that people were amazed that 

those speaking were Galileans.  They were perplexed and confused when they 

heard these different languages.   

Now those who lived in Jerusalem regarded Galilean as a backward locale 

because the people spoke in dialect so the Jews were quite surprised that God 

would choose to send the Holy Spirit to speak dialect rather that their original 

Hebrew language.   

 You see God had chosen the simple people to lead this historic event.  Once 

again God had broken earthly stereotypes of greatness and chosen those not 

held in high esteem in society.  Today, on this Pentecost Sunday we are 

reminded that the Spirit of God is still moving.  Moving in our hearts and minds 

in togetherness.  In 2020 and 2021, we came together as people of different 

races, colours and creed to fight for the common goal of eliminating COVID-

19.  We listened daily to what was happening as countries closed their borders 

and business shut down for the safety of everyone. 

 Today we are glued to our screens as the war between Russia and Ukraine 

unfolds and people from around the world join forces in solidarity to mourn and 

support the people of Ukraine.   



 You would have to be living under a rock this weekend to not know that this 

was a weekend of celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  She is the first 

British Monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee noting 70 years of service.  

This event was the platform for many to unite. She appeared on the first day of 

celebrations at the famous Trooping the colour where she was seen on the 

famous Balcony of Buckingham Palace and lit the Principal Beacon but was not 

well enough to attend the Mass and parties organized in her honour.  However, 

in his very touching tribute to his mother, Prince Charles noted that his 

mother’s Spirit is with everyone as they celebrate.  The Queen is the head of the 

Church of England so to miss this service in her honour is a big deal.  But she 

was not missing altogether, she watched from home and she was there in spirit.   

 Prince William paid tribute to the young generation who advocates to protect 

the environment.  God’s creation.  It takes time to prepare for such a grand 

celebration.  Amidst the controversy and pain that surrounds the reign of the 

Queen there is no doubt that she has devoted her life to duty.  She has 

weathered many storms but her people have come together united to honour and 

celebrate with her. 

 Christ is the head of the Church.  Today, the Church, the Bride of Christ has 

seen much controversy and divide.    Yet, we are united by God’s Holy Spirit.  

Today, Christians around the world are united in celebration of the first day of 



Pentecost.  This is not an ancient story, it is definitely more than 70 years old.  

It is over 2,000 years old. 

 The fire of the Holy Spirit burned in the hearts of John Calvin, a 16th 

century theologian from Switzerland and John Knox of Scotland.  In 1875, 

several groups of Presbyterians joined together to form a union called “The 

Presbyterian Church in Canada.”  Our church has faced many challenges 

throughout our history.  We are not proud of the hurt and pain inflicted upon 

our indigenous brothers and sisters over the years but we stand steady and 

strong and are ready to forgive and move forward.   

The Presbyterian Church has a lot of history in the Colonization of countries.  

One thing we can be grateful for is the work of the Holy Spirit in missionaries 

that bore witnesses to people to spread the Gospel of Christ.   

One Canadian Presbyterian Missionary, John Morton from Nova Scotia 

went to Trinidad and Tobago.  He worked with Indentured Labourers who were 

living on the margins.  According to Dr. Jerome Teelucksingh, Professor at the 

University of the West Indies, this group of people would have been ignored, 

they'd have been alienated, ostracized and the majority were poverty stricken."   

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, John Morton was able to share the gospel 



and the conversion to Christianity began.  The Presbyterian church was born in 

Trinidad and Tobago in 1868.  

Luke tells us earlier in Acts 1:8 how we are to respond when we receive the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  He says, “But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” The power and presence given 

to the church sacramentally and charismatically was granted so that the church 

will be a missional, witnessing community. 

 The story of Pentecost offers inspiration for our life and ministry.  Jesus 

commissioned his disciples in Matthew 28:16-20 when he called on his 

followers to make disciples of and baptize all nations in the name of the Father, 

the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Our mission as followers of Christ is evangelism, 

the offer of salvation to all people in the power of the Holy Spirit, to be 

received through faith in Christ.  (This is what Living Faith says in chapter 9, 

verse 1.2)  This is one of the guiding principles of our church.  It is our 

declaration of Faith.   

 Friends, like everything in life, we can receive the Holy Spirit at different 

levels.  It only takes a spark the set the fire burning.  And soon all those around 

will warm up to its glowing.  That’s how it is with God’s love, once you’ve 



experienced it, You spread His love to everyone, you want to pass it one.  I am 

sure many of you know this song.  I first learnt it at a Youth camp around a 

camp fire when I was 16 years old and I remember sitting around that fire 

belting out this song with my friends and Youth Minister. What do we do when 

we experience the Holy Spirit?  We have some instructions from Peter later on 

in Acts chapter 2. 

Peter, in his Pentecost address, gave a simple directive to the people 

regarding Baptism and the Holy Spirit.   38 Peter said to them in verses 38 and 

39.   “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so 

that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far 

away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 

 In Pentecost, we have a church that brings unity, inclusivity and diversity, 

not division and exclusion.  We have a unified identity as Christians and 

children of Almighty God.  We have a church not filled with wine but a Spirit 

of renewal just like the first day of Pentecost.   

 All of you are present here today because someone planted the seed of faith 

in you.  Your parents, Sunday School teacher, aunt, uncle, grandparents or 



friend responded to the fire of the Holy Spirit that burned in them to be 

witnesses for Christ.      

 I am a witness of Christ because the fire of the Holy Spirit burnt in the 

missionaries and witnesses who took the time to minister to me.  I am here 

because of my parents who ensured that I went to church and Sunday School.  I 

am here because of my Sunday School teacher Monica Seepersad, I am here 

because my father walked from house to house brought children to Sunday 

School so that we can have a Sunday School.  I am here because my mother’s 

kitchen was used to make many sandwiches for church functions.  I am here 

because of the loving community in my Youth Group and Sports team at 

church.  The Holy Spirit now burns in my heart to share the gospel and sing 

praises to my creator. 

 Who nurtured your faith so you can be present here this Sunday?  How do 

you respond to the fire of the Holy Spirit? 

Friends, the gift of the Holy Spirit is transformative.  The Holy Spirit comes 

with God’s power, might and strength.  Jesus told his disciples in Acts 1:8, 

“You will receive the power when my Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you 

will be my witness to the ends of the earth.  What will it take for us to get off 



the fast track and slow down enough to surrender, to respond.  What will it take 

for us to say, 

All to Jesus I surrender, 

Make me, Savior, wholly Thine; 

Let me feel Thy Holy Spirit, 

Truly know that Thou art mine. 

Maybe this is a time to go back to first principles.  As people of God who 

received the Holy Spirit, we have a duty to respond.   Many solid Christian 

truths have been dis-allowed from social media and has become politically 

incorrect or socially unacceptable.  We are practicing our faith under a rock!  

Let us find the courage and strength to come out from under that rock.  Today is 

the day when you can stretch your arms up and feel the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  Let it burn in your heart and soul so you are moved to do something.  

We can be moved by that act of kindness to show up when someone is in need.  

To drive someone to a medical appointment or visit someone who is sick at a 

hospital or at home.  To share your tomato or peppers from your crop.  To care 

for those who live at the margins.  The elderly, the disabled, the hungry, the 

poor, the dying.  We can stand up for  justice and for what is right. God 

intended for us to have a full, rich, complete and beautiful life.  Are we willing 

to fight for that life? After all, we are the church, the Bride of Christ.  



 Friends our General Assembly commences today.  The highest court of our 

church.  Let the fire of the Holy Spirit burn in you to make this world a better 

place.  Join me in prayer for the leaders of our church who gather to navigate us 

through this difficult time our church faces. 

Let’s pray. 

 Gracious God, today we remember the first day of Pentecost.  We are the 

temple of the Holy Spirit, individually as well as collectively.  We are grateful 

for your life giving Spirit.  Thank you for making us a part of your church.  

How thrilling it is to belong to the body of Christ, the Church.  To have 

received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.  To participate in the same reality with 

the 120 believers who received the Holy Spirit on that first day of Pentecost.  

We pray for all who gather at our General Assembly today to plan and prepare 

for you work in our church.  May your Holy Spirit be present to guide them.  

We pray all these things in Christ’s name.  Amen.   

 


